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THE ARTISTS

TOMMY GALLANI JERRY FULLER, DICK CREEOON, and JIM HOWE

Jazz needs per formers,  I is teners,  and oppor tuni t ies for  them to in teract ;  the la t ter  are
perhaps a l l  too easi ly  laken for  granted nowadays.  Al though in t imate concer t  formats
such as our  own are somewhat  unique,  wholesome commerc ia l  establ ishments ident i -
t ied as " jazz rooms" are not  uncommon and occasional ly  even appear to  be J inancia l ly
stable.  However,  ' twas not  ever  thus,  at  least  in  the Seacoast  area,  and most  oI  the sub-
stant ia l  populat ion of  jazz devotees nor th of  Boston remember wi th vary ing degrees of
fondness the unpredic table geography of  publ ic  jazz avai lab i l i ty  dur ing ear l ier  decades.
In not-so-o lden t imes jazz was of ten v i r tua l ly  d isguised in  other  torms of  enter ta inment ,
and such locat ions as d id ex is t  seemed not  to  be designed for  the more sensi t ive l is tener
L i t t le  by l i t t le  the mixture of  possib i l i t ies has improved,  and cer ta in ly  no one person has
been more zealously  at  the center  of  the act ion as per former,  cata lyzer .  and above a l l ,
be l iever ,  than Tommy Gal lant .

A nat ive of  nearby Exeter  and a h igh school  pal  o f  t rombonist  Phi l  Wi lson.  Tom learned
his jazz in  that  exc i t ing i f  d isorder ly  wor ld of  d iscovery where sty les of ten col l ided and
the envi ronment  encouraged only  the l ion-hear ted to aspi re to  be fu l l - t ime jazz ar t is ts .
Tom had the ta lent  and perseverance to personal ly  f lour ish in  that  atmosphere.  Through
work wi th Woody Herman and long st in ts  in  the '60 's  and'70 's  at  suppor t ive spots in
Por tsmouth Rye,  and Danvers h is  reputat ion grew:  out  of  th is  came his  associat ion wi th
Dick and Jerry  and the ef for t  to  br ing numerous music ians of  outstanding stature to
broadened audiences f rom the Northshore a l l  the way to Por t land.  Even a par t ia l  l is t  is
impressive Bobby Hacket t ,  Peanuts Hucko,  Teddy Wi lson,  J immy Rushing,  Bud
Freeman,  Urb ie Green.  Mar ian McPart land,  Gene Krupa,  Maxine Sul l ivan,  Tyree Glenn -
and c lear ly  such a set  of  per forming exper iences prov ided rare and r ich nour ishment  for
Tom's own development .  Doubt less h is  s tudents at  Berk lee and now at  Phi l l ips Exeter
Academy prof i t  f rom th is  her i tage.

Jerry  Ful ler 's  credent ia ls  are impeccable -  four  years wi th Jack Teagarden and e ight
wi th the Dukes o l  Dix ie{and,  punctuated wi th nat ional  TV appearances on the Ed
Sul l ivan Show, the Bel l  Telephone Hour,  e tc . ,  and dLrets wi th the King o{  Thai land.  He
is  featured on more than th i r ty  record ings,  and we are for tunate that  at ter  twenty years
on the road he chose lv lassachuset ts  over  Cal i lorn ia and Chicaoo for  h is  oermanent
h o m e .

As a young man,  Dick Creedon moved f rom country-western gui tar  to  p iano to cornet ,
obviously  to  the u l t imate benef i t  o f  mankind.  Aj ter  mi l i tary  serv ice in  Wor ld War l l ,  where
he d id War Bond shows act ing and dancing ( l )  wi th  the l ikes of  Shel ley Winters and Bock
Hudson,  he returned home to Danvers,  Mass. ,  and successfu l ly  combined careers in
music and business.  He and Tom have a p lay ing re lat ionship now over  twenty years o ld.

J im Howe graduated f rom the Univers i ty  ot  Maine at  Orono wi th a degree in  music  per-
formance,  then susta ined h imsel f  in  Boston Jor  a few years largely  through society  and
show music (Bob Hope,  Elv is  Pres ley l )  wi th  the Tony Bruno organizat ion.  A music
teacher  in  the lv lanchester ,  N.H.  publ ic  schools  s ince 1974,  he is  a lso a proJessional  pho-
tographer ,  and jo ined Tom in 1979.

The members of  the Tommy Gal lant  Quartet  have been br ing ing excel lence in  t radi t ional
jazz to ever-widening audiences over  many years,  and i t  is  a  s ingular  p leasure to have
them oresent  the i r  sharec exDer ience to us.





THE SERIES

The UNH Traditional Jazz Series, now in its fourth year, promotes the enjoyment and
understanding of  the ar t  through concer ts  inc luding music ians of  regional ,  nat ional ,
and international prominence. The program is based on the fundamental convictions
that there are no age barriers in the performance and appreciation of this idiom, and
that its joyousness and creativity are ever-renewable. Our combined sponsorship
unites students, faculty, and continually devoted enthusiasts in a unique endeavor to
expand interest, and honor outstanding talent and achievement.

Many of the artists presented in our series are available only on private recordings not
readily found in stores. For the benefit of the public, musicians wishing to do so are
encouraged to offer their recordings for sale or mail order during intermission. A brief
announcement may be made. The sponsors have no financial interest in such sales
beyond offering a courtesy service to the artists and the public.

Cameras and tape recorders are not permitted. Your cooperation is requested. Films or
recordings by the sponsors are tor the benefit of students, who may inquire about
their availability at the Dimond Library.

Program Notes - Paul Verrette
Production - Dave Seiler

COMING EVENTS

February 27 The Mainslream: Warren Vache, Scott Hamillon, Jack Bumer,
Jack Lesberg, Chuck Riggs

April 2 Dave Whitney Qulnlet


