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THE ARTISTS

As jazz traditions have developed there have been a few unique instances of one
gi f ted ind iv idual  v i r tua l ly  making a par t icu lar  id iom come ot  age and shaping i ts
d i rect ion for  years ahead.  Examples would be Louis  Armstrong's  t rumpet ,  Johnny
Hodges'a l to  sax,  and Benny Goodman's c lar inet ,  in  these cases each expanding the
potent ia l  o f  the inst rument  a l ready considered to be in  the main s t ream. Red Norvo 's
remarkable contr ibut ion is  that  he took a fami ly  of  inst ruments usual ly  associated wi th
orchestra l  specia l  e f fects  or  the novel ty  aspects of  vaudevi l le  and made them into
vehic les of  jazz express ion tota l ly  unant ic ipated prev iously ;  the xy lophone,  mar imba,
and v ibraharp took on new dimensions that  exc i ted c lass ica l  comoosers as wel l  as
jazz artists.

Red Norvo was born in  Beardstown,  l l l ino is ,  in  1908,  and has a l is t  o f  per forming
credits and associations that almost comprise a jazz encyclopedia - Paul Whitman,
Mi ldred Bai ley,  Benny Goodman,  Woody Herman,  Bunny Ber igan,  Chu Berry,  Gene
Krupa,  Jack Jenny,  Char l ie  Barnet ,  and count less others.  In  1950,  Bed adopted a t r io
lormat  for  h is  del icate,  chamber- l ike sound.  He was jo ined by the la te Char l ie
Mingues on bass,  and gui tar is t  Tal  Far low,  a d isc ip le ot  Char l ie  Chr is t ian;  Tal 's  own
lyric style intluenced many of the next generation ol players.



THE
RED NORVO
TRIO

The group disbanded in 1956, but aJter two decades of requests was reconstituted
early this year, with young and responsive bassist Steve Novosel. The reception
accorded the trio in New York was vividly described by Whitey Balliett in "The New
Yorker" when he wrote: "All Norvo need do is match the standard of beauty he
establ ished for himself  forty years ago. And he does. Here are the ducking runs, the
crystal l ine melodic pools,  the wing- l ike tremolos, the crowding, cheeky chords, the
soothing momentum. Norvo is one of the consummate jazz improvisers.  There was so
much graceful  music on opening night -  in Norvo's and Far low's contrapuntal
excursions; in Norvo's k id-glove opening and closing choruses on "We' l l .Be Together
Again,"  both done ad l ib and a cappel la;  in his soft  sunr ise solo on "Al l  of  Me;" in his
four-mal let  t igure behind Far low on "The Ji t terbug Waltz,"  a k ind of  shadowing
ground f igure; and in Far low's t leeing, smi l ing solo on the very fast  "Fascinat ing
Rhythm." Br i l l iance sometimes bl inds; Norvo Far low, and Novosel l ight the way."

Many years ago, Red used to tap dance as part of his presentation, he surely will not
have to tonight.

THE PBOGRAM

Selections will be announced by the performers.



THE SERIES

The UNH Tradi t ional  Jazz Ser ies,  now in i ts  th i rd year ,  promotes the enjoyment  and
understanding o l  the ar t  through concer ts  inc luding music ians of  regional ,  nat ional ,
and in ternat ional  prominence.  The program is  based on the lundamenta l  convic t ions
ihat  there are no age barr iers  in  the per formance and apprec iat ion of  th is  id iom, and
that its joyousness and creativity are ever-renewable. Our combined sponsorship
unites students, Jaculty, and continually devoted enthusiasts in a unique endeavor to
expand interest, and honor outstanding talent and achievement.

February 1 Dave Whltney Jazz Band
llarch 8 DaYo McKenna
Aprll 12 New Black Eagle Jazz Band

Many of our artists presented in our series are available only on private recordings not
readi ly  tound in  s tores.  For  the benef i t  o f  the publ ic ,  music ians wishing to do so are
encouraged to offer their recordings for sale or mail otder, at the back ot the hall
dur ing in termiss ion.  A br ie f  announcement  may be made.  The sponsors have no
financial interest in such sales beyond offering a courtesy service to the artist and
publ ic .

Cameras and tape recorders are not permitted. Your cooperation is requested. Films
or recordings by the sponsors are for the benefit of students, who may inquire about
thei r  avai lab i l i ty  at  the Dimond L ibrary.

Program Notes - Paul Verrette

Product ion -  David Sei ler


